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EUROVISION VOTING 
Under the current system, all participating countries award ten other countries points ranging from 1-8, 10, and 
12.  Countries are not allowed to award points to themselves. 
 
The ten countries that receive points are determined by a 50/50 combination of public votes sent via phone calls 
and SMS/text messages (“televoting”) and votes cast by a professional jury.  There are specific rules that govern 
the make-up of juries.  All jurors must be citizens or nationals of that country and must be comprised of five 
“music professionals” of various levels, ages, and demographics.  Musical professionals include radio company 
executives, music producers, professional musicians, professors & researchers, graduate students studying 
music, and former Eurovision participants.  All jurors must be free from any connection, professional or 
personal, to all the competitors (for example, a juror may be disqualified if he works for a local branch of a 
large record company that may have signed a competitor from a different country).  The juries cast their votes 
during the second dress rehearsal, while televoting occurs during the live telecasts. 
 

In 2009, the head of the Russian jury, a big radio company executive, resigned after the semi-final when 
it was determined that his new friendship with the performing artist from Norway posed a conflict of 
interests. 
 

In 2013, a new ranking system was introduce as a way of combining the jury votes and televotes.  Both, the jury 
and the viewing public, rank all the songs competing on the night.  These rankings are then added together to 
create a final top ten for each country.  Below is a hypothetical score card to demonstrate this new system. 

 
 
Notice how the jury votes and the televotes 
don’t align with one another.  The points are 
totaled in the third column (the red one).  It 
is to this third column, the combined totals 
from both the televotes and the jury that a 
country would look to in order to award its 
final points.  Let’s look at a few examples. 
 
– Georgia was rated mid-table by the 
televoters but given top rank by the jury, 
therefore its total is 14+1. This makes it 
only seventh in the combined column, so 
this country would give it only 4 points. 
 
– Another example: Ukraine, Norway, and 
Italy all had the same combined score (11). 
Like under the old system, the tie goes to 
the better rank in the televoting, in this case, 
first Italy, then Norway, then Ukraine. 
 
– One more example: Russia is given one 
point, despite not falling into the top ten for 
either the public or the jury. This new rule 
was enacted for this situation, a song that 
received a mid-ranking from both groups 
now has the opportunity to receive points 
that it otherwise would not have gotten.  

 Televote Jury Total Points 
Denmark 1 6 7 12 
Russia 12 11 23 1 
Ukraine 9 2 11 7 
Netherlands 10 3 13 5 
Belarus 11 15 26   
Moldova 19 4 23   
Ireland 18 14 32   
Serbia 26 25 51   
Austria 17 13 30   
Slovenia 24 26 50   
San Marino 7 5 12 6 
Azerbaijan 6 16 22 2 
Finland 5 24 29   
Iceland 23 12 35   
Israel 22 10 32   
Greece 8 21 29   
Norway 4 7 11 8 
Switzerland 13 18 31   
Georgia 14 1 15 4 
Armenia 21 19 40   
Germany 3 17 20 3 
France 20 20 40   
UK 16 8 24   
Italy 2 9 11 10 
Spain 25 22 47   
Sweden 15 23 38   
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Tie-break procedures:  These rules have been in place since the 1992 Contest 
 
Grand Final 
 
After all the participating countries have given their points, if two or more countries have the same total, then 
the tie-break rules are put into effect. 
 
First tie-breaker: Total number of countries voting for the contenders.  For example, let’s say two countries both 
have 200 points, but Country A received points from 25 different countries and Country B received points from 
only 16 countries, then Country A will be deemed the winner. 
 
Second tie-breaker: If the contenders are still tied after the first step, the winner will be the country that has 
received more 12 pointers.  For example, if Countries A and B both have 200 points and each has received 
points from the same number of countries, but Country A received ten 12 pointers and Country B received only 
eight 12 pointers, then Country A is the winner. 
 
Third tie-breaker: If the contenders are still tied after the second step, the winner will be the country that has 
received more 10 pointers. 
 
These steps continue until Step 11: If the contenders are still tied after the tenth step, the winner will be the 
country that has received more 1 pointers. 
 
If the countries are still tied after all of this, then the Contest will be declared a tie. 
 
Semi-Finals 
 
The semi-finals have the exact same tie-break procedure as the Grand Final except for one small difference.  If 
there are two or more countries tied for the tenth spot (which is the entry that gets the final qualification spot for 
the Grand Final) after all eleven steps, then the country that performed earlier in the running order is awarded 
the final qualification spot. 


