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EUROVISION RULES 
Participation: 
The participants of the Eurovision Song Contest are not people, they’re not even countries, they’re broadcasters.  
In order to participate, a broadcaster must be an “active” (i.e., due paying) member of the European 
Broadcasting Union.  This is a confederation of broadcasters that lie within the European Broadcasting Area.  
The European Broadcasting Area as defined by the International Telecommunication Union: 

 
“The "European Broadcasting Area" is bounded on the west by the western boundary of Region 1, on 
the east by the meridian 40° East of Greenwich and on the south by the parallel 30° North so as to 
include the western part of the USSR, the northern part of Saudi Arabia and that part of those countries 
bordering the Mediterranean within these limits. In addition, Iraq, Jordan and that part of the territory of 
Turkey lying outside the above limits are included in the European Broadcasting Area.” 

 
Thus allowing Israel and Morocco to compete without actually being in Europe.  Beyond the geographical 
limitations on participation, broadcasters must provide free, nation-wide service. 
 

Liechtensteiner broadcaster 1FLTV tried to get around this rule in 1964, creating a song to enter into 
the Contest.  The EBU quickly rejected this entry, as the 1FLTV1 is not in the EBU. 

 
Broadcasters have until the December immediately preceding the Contest to file the appropriate paperwork for 
participation and pay the entry fee.  There can only be one entry per country.  However, broadcasters can work 
together within a country to supply a joint entry.  Countries then have until mid-March, when the heads of the 
various delegations meet in the host city, to submit their official entry (lyrics, backing track, and performing 
artist).  Additionally, all participants must broadcast their semi-final (or the semi-final they are obliged to vote 
in if they are automatic qualifiers) and the Grand Final in full and support televoting and SMS-voting. 
 

Lebanese broadcaster Télé Liban was set to debut in 2005 and was a favorite to win.  However, 
Lebanon was forced to withdraw in late December due to the fact that they would have had to show the 
Israeli entry (something they normally would omit), which would break Lebanese law. 

 
Entries: 
Each broadcaster has free reign in choosing their entry and its performer(s).  There is no restriction on the 
nationality of the songwriters, composers, or performers set at the EBU level (though, many broadcasters set 
restrictions).  Additionally, since 1999, there has been no restriction on the language of entries set by the EBU 
(again, broadcasters can set their own restrictions, and many do).  The EBU does require that all countries make 
their selection process transparent, whether it is done through a public vote or an internal selection by the 
broadcaster. 
 

Belgium has twice taken advantage of the open language rule to its full extent, having entered songs in a 
fictional language twice, in 2003 and 2008.  2003’s Sanomi by Urban Trad came in second by two 
points.  2008’s O Julissi by Ishtar failed to qualify out of its semi-final. 

 
The EBU has some restrictions, however.  Starting in 1965, the EBU has restricted all entries to a maximum run 
time of three minutes.  The EBU also has certain restrictions on the lyrics of songs: nothing that is political 
(though songs promoting general peace or environmental action have been deemed okay), nothing that is 
vulgar, nothing that is explicitly sexual, and nothing that “will bring the EBU into controversy.”  Additionally, 
entries are not allowed to have been publically available (this means the song cannot have been performed, 
released – on an album or as a single, or leaked) before September 1st of the year immediately preceding the 
Contest. In 2013, this rule was amended to allow songs with limited release to participate after a review by the 
EBU. 
 

In 2009, after initially withdrawing from the Contest due to the South Ossetia conflict with host nation 
Russia, Georgia announced that they would participate in ESC2009 after all, choosing I Don’t Wanna 
Put In as its entry.  When the EBU deemed that the lyrics were too political (“put it” was pronounced 
“poot-in” like the Russian leader), Georgia withdrew the entry as opposed to rewrite the lyrics. 
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Performances: 
There are several restrictions regarding the performance of an entry. 
 
-There can be no more than six unique persons on the stage for a given act.  Meaning that even if all six 
performers run off the stage, new folks cannot replace them. 
-All performers must be human (i.e., no animals) and at least sixteen years of age. 
-All music must be provided using a pre-approved backing track. 
-Performers (lead singers, backing singers, instrumentalists, and backing dancers) cannot compete for more than 
one country in a given year (though, this restriction does not apply to lyricists or composers). 
-All human voices must be provided live.  Precedent has set that even synthesized vocals are banned. 
 

In 1999, Croatia was retroactively penalized a third of its points when it was revealed that its backing 
track contained a synthesized male choir.  The EBU ruled that this broke “the spirit” of the live vocals 
rule.  
  

EUROVISION SONG CONTEST – DEFINITIONS 
 
EBU – European Broadcasting Union; the EBU is a confederation of national broadcaster throughout Europe, 
Northern Africa, and the western portion of the Middle East. The programming branch of the EBU is called 
Eurovision.  Eurovision, amongst other things, holds several pan-European music competitions, the Eurovision 
Song Contest (a song competition), the Junior Eurovision Song Contest (a song competition for people aged 10-
15), Eurovision Young Musicians Contest (prodigies ages 10-15 compete against one another, held biennially), 
and the Eurovision Young Dancers Contest (solo dance competition for those between 15-20, held biennially). 
 
Eurovision Theme – the tune that plays ahead of all EBU programming; it’s a snippet from the prelude of 
Charpentier’s arrangement of Te Deum. 
 
Opening Act – The first thing we see when the show starts after the Eurovision Theme plays.  Traditionally, for 
the Grand Final, it is a reprise of the previous year’s winning song by the winning artist.  Sometimes the artist 
also performs a second song. 
 
The “Big Five” – The five countries that always qualify for the Grand Final without having to compete in a 
semi-final.  They are the five countries that contribute the largest amounts of money to the EBU and have the 
largest television audiences of Europe.  They are France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Spain, and Italy.  Prior 
to Italy’s return in 2011, they were known as the “Big Four.” 
 
Postcards – These occur during the approximately 32 seconds between the performances of each entry.  Instead 
of showing the stagehands furiously breaking down and setting up the stage, the host broadcaster shows short 
vignettes.  Traditionally, these vignettes showcase the host country, though recent trends have favored 
highlighting the upcoming country in some capacity. 
 
Interval Act – While the votes are being counted and certified, the audience needs to be entertained.  The 
interval act serves this purpose and has been a part of the Contest from the very beginning. 
 
Voting Sequence – Each participating country has the right to vote in the Grand Final, whether they are still 
alive in the competition or not. Each country has a spokesperson who reveals its points in ascending order. 
 
Twelve Points/Douze Points – the highest amount of votes that can be given to a country from another. It is 
often used as slang for things that are really good.  Inexplicably, the French is used more often amongst fans. 
 
Nul Points – for some reason, this is always pronounced in French – [nul-le pwahn].  This occurs when, at the 
end of voting, a country has received no points from any other country.  If Country A finished last with Nul 
Points, then it failed to receive a single point from any other country. 
 
Winner’s Reprise – Every winning artist sings the winning song a second time at the end of the broadcast. 

  


