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The Eurovision Song Contest 2013 – Malmö 
 
Notes About ESC 2013: 
 
The overseer of the Eurovision Song Contest is called the “Executive Supervisor of the Eurovision Song 
Contest on behalf of the EBU.”  S/he is directly responsible for overseeing the ESC.  This person also used to 
oversee the other Eurovision competitions, but these duties have since been delegated out.  The Executive 
Supervisor tends to spearhead new directions and rules for the Contests.  ESC2013 is the third Contest under 
Mr. Jon Ola Sand. 
 
2013 is the 58th ESC and returns the Contest to Sweden, who has hosted four previous times (1975, 1985, 1992, 
2000).  This is the second time the Contest will be in Malmö (1992); it will be held in the five-year-old Malmö 
Arena, which holds 15,500 people. This year saw the return of Armenia (who sat out last year’s Contest in 
Baku), but the departure of Bosnia & Herzegovina and Portugal (for financial reasons), Slovakia (for poor 
viewership), and Turkey (in protest of the recent rule changes over the past few years).  This year also sees the 
advent of the new ranking-based voting system.  This brings a slight change to the 50/50 voting system that has 
been in place since 2009.  The biggest change to the Contest this year was how the running order is determined 
 
Controversy! 
 
The host broadcaster, Sveriges Television (SVT), wanted to take some of the elements from the highly 
successful Melodifestivalen (the Swedish national selection process, long regarded as the most popular one 
throughout Europe) and bring them to the Contest. Aside from a general philosophy of making the ESC more 
fan-focused and revenue-neutral, the producers wanted to try to increase the entertainment value of the three 
shows. In order to do this, they brought in an element from Melodifestivalen – human-determined running 
order. For the first time in Contest history, the producers are determining the running the order (as opposed to 
using a random draw). The EBU defended this change with two arguments, that Junior Eurovision has used this 
technique (though, JESC is less popular than ESC) and that the running order does not affect the results 
(though, entries performing 2nd have never won and entries from the latter part of the running order tend to do 
better). Fans from around the ESC community have derided this decision and one major ESC fan sight has 
discussed this in depth in November and again in March. 
 
 

Grand Final (in running order) 
1.  14.  
2.  15.  
3.  16. Sweden 
4.  17.  
5.  18.  
6.  19.  
7.  20.  
8.  21.  
9.  22.  
10.  23.  
11.  24.  
12.  25.  
13.  26.  

Semi-Final Two 
1. Latvia 
2. San Marino 
3. Macedonia 
4. Azerbaijan 
5. Finland 
6. Malta 
7. Bulgaria 
8. Iceland 
9. Greece 
10. Israel 
11. Armenia 
12. Hungary 
13. Norway 
14. Albania 
15. Georgia 
16. Switzerland 
17. Romania 

Semi-Final One 
1. Austria 
2. Estonia 
3. Slovenia 
4. Croatia 
5. Denmark 
6. Russia 
7. Ukraine 
8. The Netherlands 
9. Montenegro 
10. Lithuania 
11. Belarus 
12. Moldova 
13. Ireland 
14. Cyprus 
15. Belgium 
16. Serbia 


